
i. A! - J 4 " I cannot forbear farther to remind mxr aithat m the South and Southwest there is a VtS rn Aw,
At the next session, the former order haviug expired

try, looks only at one. His recommenaauou uu ui cm-brac- e,

Tsars about fugitive slave bill orand he nothing the,
recommends the other two so

the District bill ; but he
of Territory government and Texas boundary, ro-J8- .I

i. i,rt nntnh tn f.nre themselves by some law

who, ior a long penoa, have continued faithf.n 01 Wthem; sustaining them in their FAVOKITEl'OLlrv ja't k
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in regard to the disposal oi Abolition pennons, air.
Davis moved a suspension of the rules, in order to adopt every vicissuwm vj iouiu;ai joriune; a body of Uinhl

eral and catholic views of national policy Wfl
the limited horizon of sectional interests, son !? oifa resolution that alt such petitions be laid on iIh: table,

without debate, and without being read. .Mr. ncil vottxl
with Adam?, Slade, & Co., in tin- - lucrative. Tage 82

of sectional prejudice, and embrace the whole Uni ln!ltl

common country. ttLf
lue hOn the 23d ol Januaty, Mr. Adams, having prvsinttd

number ot petitions fur the abolition ot slavery iu the has been so long and so keenly felt at the North
more imsirinarv than real, no Southern mo ' "aSa, '

. ... " . : ' . . . - ever i.- -. "tuDistrict, and the Speaker having decided that, under the tamea tne rresidencv except nv tLe o.
order of the House, they wire to be laid ou the table. times, of more than half, and always of a lure? v'- - lMr. Adams annealed from the decision of the ('hair. i j-- - w "Pt "'OVU fit

On ordering the main question to be put, the yi-a- were of Southern ascendency if ever it had a ''efioj

approaches its end. I'olit cal power and ascend6'0-sectiona-
lview, have already passed away from .DlC' hu129, nays 48, Mr. Bell voting with Adorns, Slade, &

Co., in the negative. On sustaining the decision of the ioievei, uuu iujo ia ou uiauucM iuiti.il oenator tti, ' '0nh

(Jbair, the yeas were 14o, nays 32. Mr. Bell dodging this debate, could not lorbear tauntiug the South polie

prospect of iheir declining fortunes, a great i 'the vote
it it,

he exultantly exclaims, 'the South and the Noiti ? B?fMr. Adams then presented another similar petition,
and on the Speaker reiterating his decision, Mr. Adams

Ilcretofore, it Las been the custom of the political par-
ties which have divided the country, when they met in
National Convention to nominate candidates for the
President and Vice President of the United States, to
lay down a platform of principles upon which they ask-
ed the support of the American people. , The vote of
the citizen was given in accordance with his views of
public policy and measures, and decided in favor of one
or the other party as their principles of political action
agreed with his. Men were supported only a3 the re-

presentative of principle. Jn this canvass, however, one
of the political parties has deemed it proper or expedient
to depart from this salutary custom, and has absolutely
refused to declare the political principles by which its
supporters will be guided, or the political measures they
will seek to enact, should they be installed in power.
"We have only a general and unmeaning declaration in
favor of the " Union, the Constitution, and a faithful
execution of the laws," to which even Abraham Lin-
coln, the candidate of the Black Republicans, fully sub-
scribes. They make no issue with any of the other po-
litical parties, not even the Black Republicans. They
refuse to inform us of their construction of the Const-
itutionwhether it warrant0 squatter sovereignty in the
Territories, or guarantees to every citizen in them the
full protection of his property. We are left in the dark
as to whether, according to their interpretation, this
Constitution is a Know-Nothin- g Constitution, or pro

the Aorlli and the South.' " " " is

For all these extracts see Appendix to Con
Globe, 1st session 31st Congress, begiiiCir

' 'i'
1088, and 1GC7. at

Pa&

again appeakd, and the Speaker was sustained ; yeas
170, nays 3. Mr. Bell again refused to vote. Pages
118119.

by the vis medicalrix naturae, or some Jf rem-

edy, in the success of which I cannot perceive any ground

nf the least confidence.
Thei recommendation of the President, as I have already

said proposes the simple introduction of Calif o ma as a

State into the Union- -a measure which, standing by telf,
has e ted the strongest symptoms of dissatisfaction in the

Southern portion of the Confederacy The recommenda-propose- s

to leave all eke untouched and unprovided
for such an abandonment, what will be the condition of

thin ? The first approximate Territory to California is

government at all. Without evenMessage? Without any
choose to call it, of a mil- -

the blessing or curse, as you may

""AnrXnySicometoKew Mexico what government
have you? A military government by a Lieutenant Colonel

of the army ! A Lieutenant Colonel- -a mere subordinate of

the army of the United fctates-ho- lds the government power
there in a time of profound peace ! Stand up, lg,
cw-sta- nd vp, Democrat, who can, and defend he estab-

lishment f a military aovemment in this free and glorious
profound ! bir, we had doubtstn a time peace

abTut the minority if the late president to do this in time
of war, and it was cast as a reproach against him. But
here, in a time of profound peace, it is proposed by the
highest authority, that this government, that this military
governmen.-a- ild by what authority it has continued since
peace ensued. 1 know not-th-ould be continued indefinitely,

to corneas a btate into thetill New Mexico is prepared
ULion. There are now about ten thousand people there,
composed of Americans, Spaniards, and Mexicans: and

about eighty thousand or ninety thousand Indians, citUuiert,
uncivilized, half civilized, and ba, barous people ; and when
will they be ready to come in as a fctate ? bir, I say it under
a full stuse of th responsibility of my position, that, it to-

morrow, with such a population and such a Constitution as

tuch a population might make, they were to come here ior
would not vote for it. Itadmission as a State, 1, for one,

would be ridiculous ; it would be farcical ; it would bring
into contempt the grave matter of forming Commonwealths
as soveieign members of this glorious Union."

Mr. Bell replied to Mr. Clay. On the third of July,
1850, he commenced one of the roost extraordinary

Km fvrr h livered in the Senate, and continued it

This contest went on in this wav until the Cth of ills tfforts to defeat the compromise fujPj i

They were passed, and we find Mr. Bell voti?CVer-onl-

leature in it obnoxious to the South t

restriction; and he could not
this (Missouri Compromise)

Whether he coaAuse it as a means of attack on gentlemen.
he d d the feel;doubt s, regarding asvote for it or not was

iugs of the friends with whom he was associated. HecoD-troverte-
d

the doctrine that had been advanced lty-P-ponent-

of the Wilmot Proviso that even wjota coun-

try. North and South, was opposed to slsvery, had
He ht 'he Mis-

souri
no power to legislate on the subject.

Compromise had settled thai point." (bee Cong

Globe, 1st sea. 30th Cong , page 10746.) ;
The results of Mr. Bell's vote on this occasion against

the Clayton Compromise were : 1st, the passage of the
W ilmot proviso over the Territory of Oregon ; 2d,

keeping open the slavery agitation in relerence to New

Mexico and California, and the excitement which

thereupon ensued, which so threatened the peace

and stability of this Union as to call Mr. Clay from

the quiet and repose of his home, to beat back the
tide of fanaticism, and give peace once more to a dis-

tracted country ; and third, the exclusion of the South
from the whole of California for California finding her-

self without the protection of this Government, framed

the next year a State Constitution, aud in order to gain
admission into the Union, prohibited slavery therein.
We entertain not a particle of a doubt, that had the

Clayton Compromise passed, the Southern portion of

California would have been to-da-y a slave State. Thus
by the vote, example, and influence of John Bell, a Sen-

ator representing a slaveholding people, was a fair com-

promise of the slavery question defeated, the Wilmot
proviso thrust down the throats of the South, the South
deprived of a good opportunity of having a slave State
in California, and the slavery question left open, to ran-

kle in the public mind, and furnish fuel for the Aboli-

tion agitators. Congress adjourned in a few weeks, and
Mr. Bell returned to Tennessee, and engaged in advoca-

ting the election "of Gen. Taylor to the Presidency ; and
in a speech at Murfreesboro', on the 21st of September,
reported in the Nashville Banner, he reviewed the ac-

tion that had been bad on the Oregon bill, saying :

"He was uot willin? to defeat that bill by any direct vote
or movement on his part. He therefore voted against the
proposition for postponement. He was glad the bill had
passed, as he believed its defeat would have done mischief
at the North. He did not feel called upon to vote for it,
though he teas not clearly certain that Congress had not the
power to dispose of the whole subject. The Missouri Compro-
mise, so long acquiesced in, went far to settle that ques-

tion."
In the same speech he declared :

" What, hi aieneral Tavlor's) opinions were on the sub

February, when Mr. Adams attempted to introduce a
petition from slaves asking for the abolition of slavery.

tee, and hence it was that he bad proposed to introduce
a resolution of the kind before alluded to." Page 89.

The day following, Mr. Wise renewed his resolution
to lay all abolition 'petitions on the table, and moved a

suspension of the rules in order to get his resolution be-

fore the House. Mr. Bell dodged the vote, though he

voted immediately before an J immediately after. A
resolution was then introduced to raise a select commit-

tee, to whom would be reierred all abolition petitions,
the very thing the Abolitionists most desired, as it
would give them an opportunity to agitate and discuss
the question, and on the motion to suspend the rules for

its adoption, Mr. Bell voted with Adams, Siade & Co,
in the affirmative. Two weeks later, January 13, 1840,
aboiition petitions were presented, and their reception
moved. Mr. Johnson, of Tennessee, moved to lay the
question of reception on the table. And on this mo-

tion Mr. Bell, though shown to be present by the Jour-

nal, did not vote, t'age 119.
On the 15th of January, we again see tim voting

with Adams, Slade & Co., to lay on the table a resolu-

tion that all abolition petitious be laid on the table with-

out being debated, printed, read, or referred.
It had now become absolutely necessary, iu the opin-

ion of Congress, to discountenance and prevent any fur-

ther discussion over abolition petitions, praying Con-

gress to do what it had often been solemnly declared it
had not the power to do ; a:id therefore they were not
bound upon any principle to consider such petitions.
On the 23th of January, 1840, Mr. VV. Cost Johnson,
a leading Whig member from Maryland, offered what
was afterwards known as the famous " Twenty-firs- t

liule," declaring " that no petition, memorial, resolution,
or paper, praying the abolition of slavery in the District
of Columbia, or any State or Territory, or the slave
trade between the States or Territories of the United
States, in which it now exists, shall be received by thi3
House, or entertained in any way whatever."

Mr. Johnson, said, on presenting this as an amend-

ment to the rules ot the House, that " the resolutions
which had been presented by others on this subject were
too vague to meet his approbation, and he therefore
worded this 0 as to leave no ambiguity, so that when a
gentleman voted he could not deceive his constituents,
and could clearly define his position.'' " He, (Mr. J ohn-so- n,

Whig.) called upon these opposed to the Abolition-
ists to vote for it, and kill the hydra abolition in an

This threw the House into a furor of excitement. Several auuii.-siui-i vi viimuiijiu. uuu vuiinsj ar?i!i,ui
resolutions were introduced in reference to his conduct
one to expel him ; another, to bring him before the bar
of the Hous2 to receive the censure ot me fcpeaKer ; anu

torial bill for New Mexico, and dodging tl)e
Utah, which left open those Territories fur the
tiou of the Southerners with their peculiar pro,
on an equal footing with the people Ironi any "fk

tion ot the Uniou, leaving the ptople to determi l"

domestic institutions for themselves when ih-v-
' l

to form a State Government. We reunt ,i i1

still another, declaring that he was guilty ot a contempt
&c. A motion was made to lay these resolutions on
the table, which was voted down, yeas 50, nays 144,
Mr. Bell voting in the affirmative. Another motion was
made to lay the whole matter on the table, which wasclaims civil and religious liberty to every man. Nor

are we informed what " laws " they propose to enact
Bkll voted consistently with the fanatics of the v
for that feature of the compromise which waatlagain negatived, Mr. Bell again voting in the amrma

tive.and enforce. All is vague and unmeaning. They differ unjust to the South ; and with them against that ?C

pertaining to the territories, that did the errit,from nobody, so as to get the vote of everybody. For The question then recurred upon resolutions ottered

and was most approved at the Southall we know, their views may not materially differ from
those of the supporters of Lincoln and Ilamlin. In to Congressional Globe, volume 2 nart
deed, if the " past record " of the opinions of their can-

didates is anv index, we can see no material difference
between them.

and Ibb'J volume 22. part 2d, page J.185.)
' U Kl

to dk continued.
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Nor are their candidates more explicit or disposed to
furnish information of their views upon the exciting

lor ihree dvs. In regard to Mr. Clay's plan of adjust-

ment, he said :

I have up to this moment remained uncommitted to it,
as the distinguished chairman (Mr. Clay) of the committee
knows. It has at no time met ray cordial appro
vi When the Dlan of such gentlemen ial Is so

questions of the day. They have both refused to de

by Mr. Patton as an amendment to the other resolu-

tions. The first declared against the right of offering

petitions from slaves. Mr. Bell screwed up his courage
to vote for it. The second, for arresting all further pro-

ceedings in the matter, and excusing Mr. Adams, was

voted down, ayes 22, noes 137 Mr. Bell voting with
the illustrious 22 to shield and protect his abolition
friend I- -

These repeated insults aggravated the southern mem-

bers very much ; and when, on the 20th of December,
1837, Mr. Slade presented a petition for the abolition of
slavery in the District of Columbia, moved its reference
to a select committee, with instructions to report a bill
in accordance with the prayer of the petition, and then
proceeded to deliver a most exciting and violent har

clare their sentiments, but refer us back to their " past
history." Mr. Bell, in his letter of acceptance, used T IS COMPOUNDED ENTIRELY FBOM (iUM

has become an established fact, a Standard Md'.this langucge :
Hll ll'.lv. ..r.jknown and appproved byjinstant, in such a manner that it could not oerminate' The convention, in disregarding the use of platforms, now resorted to with conli-whic- h

it is recommended.exacts no Dledce from those whom they deem worthy of its species again."
The duestion was then taken on ordering the mainthe highest trnBts under the Government, wisely considering It has cured thousands o

H

deuce iu all the dis

within the last txof relief, as the mv
Jfa

my possesion show
ed to the temperament,,,
used in such quantities

that the surest guarantee 01 a man s miure useiuiness anu
fidelity to the trreat interests of the country, in any official question to be put, which was decided in the affirmative

veas!47, navs Gl Mr. Hell voting with Adams,
station to which he may be chosen, is to be found in his
Dast history connected witblthe public service." blade & Co., iu the negative. The question then came

up on the adoption of the resolution, when Air. Hell
again voted with his abolition friends, Adams, Slade & judgment imide von in i.
Co., against it. It was not to be wondered at, then,

who had given up allhopesj
unsolicited certificates i u
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Summerthat Mr. Bell received the votes of Adams, Slade
& Co , for Speaker at three several Congresses. They

s Attacks, huM,
LomplainL.

Vwtivu,'ach,
knew their man, and the pertinacity with which they
stuck to hiin during this (the2Cth) Congress, when par
ties were close, showed that they had confidence m ins

ject of the constitutional power of Congress over the ques-
tion of slavery in the new Territories, he knew not, nor did
he. desire to know."

It will thus be seen that he abaudoned the South iq-o- n

the first grave question that came up after he enter-
ed the Senate, involving an important constitutional
right, dear to the Sonth, and which was being reckless-
ly warred upon by Corwin, Hale, Hamlin & Co., and
which National Democrats and Whigs, North and
South, were endeuvorinjr to compromise upon the plan
of referring to and abiding by the decision of the Su-

preme Court a plan which Mr. Clayton, a good Hen-

ry Clay Whig, said " any man who desired discord will
oppose, but he who docs not desire to distract the coun-

try will vote for." And having aided in dtleatinf; this
compromise, he then joined the North in favoring the
passage of a bill for Oregon, with the Wilmot proviso
attached, endeavoring to shield himself by simply recor-

ding his vote-i- n the negative, and in favorii g an amend-
ment extending the Missouri restriction, but declaring
at the same time, and subsequently, that he thought the
passage of the old MiFsoWi Compromise restriction had
determined the power of Congress to apply the Wilmot
Proviso, excluding the slave property ot the South from
the common territory. Well might General ZoHievfier,
the Whig representative in Congress from Mr. Dell's
own district, say :

" The open efforts of avowed Abolitionists are impotent

male Weakrutsmim
Ordinary Family Midi
HEADACHE,
minutes, if tiro or
commencement of attark.'

fidelity to their designs.
On the 13th of April, Mr. Adams presented an aboli

tion resolution from Massachusetts, on the subject of H r IJUTiniAtT in -All who use it are giving i " " j us iivfir

far short of what the senate and the country had a right to
expect of them, it is to me, a matter of deep regret."

lie then proceeded to defend the President's plan in

the lace ol his own former proposition, and to suggest
the most puerile objections to Mr. Clay's adjustment.
Jle was exceedingly ingenious in his attacks npon it-- He

sought to array the ultra Southern men and the
Abolitionists against it. To the Southern men he said :

" It is proposed by the 3Dth section of the bill, to estab-

lish a Territorial government for New Mexico.
The extent of the concessions to the South, I apprehend,
will be found to contit in the mere forbearance to employ
odious aDd obnoxious forms of enactment, (the Wilmot
piovi-o.- The principle of is
not violated, and that, it is said, is a gieat deal.
1 confess 1 do nut seu any substantial concession to the South
in all this. Suppose that, contrary to ull
existing circumstances and presumptions, this bill haviug
passed, slavery should be introduced into New Mexico, and
alter the lapse of years, when the inhabitants shall be au-

thorized to form a State constitution, and slavery should be
recoguizedby its provisions, what security has the South
that with such a constitution, New Mexico will ever be ad-

mitted into the Union as a State V None at all.".
Yet this very same John Bell proposed ouly two or

three montlis before, to take 2J degrees of slave territo-
ry from Texas, attach it to this New Mexico, and hand
both over to the Iree-soiler- s. Further, in this very
speech, towards its close, he actually proposed, in order
to array the North against the compromise, to admit
this very New Mexico immediately as a fiee State ?

Speaking to the ultra Southern men, he again said :

" Besides the settlement of all the questions connected
with Texas, 1 would have adopted the spirit of the Missouri
compromise, and set apart some portion of the Territories,
into which the slaveholder might go with his property.
This I would have considered a substantial concession to
the South a real compromise."

Yet, in his speech from which we have heretofore
quoted, delivered at this same session only lour mouths
before this one, we find Mr. Bell sajiug :

MIX WATER IN THE MOUTH WITH Til r vabolition petitions, when a motion was made to lay it
on the table, which was adopted, Mr. Bell, with Adams,
blade x Co., voting in the negative.
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Shortly alter this, Mr. Bell went out of Congress, and
did not return again until December, 184 .

CATHARTIC PILLS
It thus appears by the record, (the volume and page

of which we have been careful to give, so that every one
may examine for himself,) that upon every important
question involving the rights of slavery, from the time

COMPOUNDED FROM
Pure Vegetable Extracts, and imtup in GLASS CASFX

Air Tight, and will keep in any climate.he abanuoned tne Democratic party and joined hands

angue upon the subject, the House was thrown into ttie
wildest state of excitement. Hod. Thos. H. Benton thus
describes the scene in his " Thirty Years' View :"

" The most angry and portentous debate which had yet
taken place occurred at this time in the House of Represen-
tatives. It was brought on by Mr. William Slade, of Ver-
mont, who. besides presenting petitions of the usual aboli-
tion character, and moviDg to refer them to a committee,
moved their reference to a select committee, with instruc-
tions to report a bill in conformity with their prayer. This
motion, inflammatory and irritating in itself, and without
practical legislative object, as the great majority of the
House was known to be opposed to it, was rendered still
more exasperating by the manner of supporting it."

Repeated efforts were made by Southern members to
prevent the progress of the speech by calls to order and
motions to adjourn ; but Slade having the floor, refused
to yield it, and ws buffered to proceed. The excitement
was intense. At last Mr. McKay, of North C arolina,
made a point of order which the Speaker sustained, ar.d
Slade was forced to give wiy, still, however, keeping
his feet, with the intention of resuming his speech if pos-

sible. Mr. Eeneher, another member from North Caro-

lina, seized the opportunity thus afforded of getting the
floor, and moved an adjournment. '1 he contest had
been bitter and violent to the last degree, and the House
was in a temjxst. The South and the conservative
men of the North voted for the adjournment, while
Slade and his backers opposed it. The list ol nays was
headed by John Quincy Adams, and numbered only 03,
among whom was included the whole Abolition strength
in the House. Thpee nominal southern men only voted
against adjourning, so as to enable Slade to continue his
speech, and one of them was John Bell, of Tennessee.

" This opposition to adjoummerd," says Mr. Benton,
" mas one of the worst features of that unhappy day's work

the only effect of keeping the House together being to in-

crease irritation and to multiply the chances for an outbreak.
From the beginnirg, Southern members had been in favor
of it, and essayed to accomplish it, but were prevented by
the tenacity with which Mr. Slade kept possession of the
Uoor ; and now, at last, when it was time to adjourn any-

way when the House was in a condition in which no good
eould be expected, and great harm mignt be apprehended,
there were sixty-thre- e members, being nearly one-thir- d of
the House, willing to continue it iu session.

In order to avoid these scenes, on the next day a reso-
lution was offered that all abolition petitions should be
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And his home organ reiterates his language, and says :

" Mr. Bell can refer only to his life and his opinions, al-

ready expressed. To these opinions he has nothing to
add ; from them he has nothing to take away." The
only mode, therefore, for the citizen to learn the views
of these candidates is to refer to their " past history con-

nected with the public service," to which they are in-

vited. To the record, then, let us go.
As the slavery question is the poramount issue in

this canvass, let us first take up the record of Mr. Bell
in relerence to it, before proceeding to other matters.

JOHN BELL ON ABOLITION PETITIONS.
Up to the 23d Congress, Mr. Bell had been the firm

friend and supporter of General Jackson. lie repre-
sented the district in which General Jackson lived in
Tennessee, and the General knew him well. Up to this
time he had voted uniformly with his party against the
agitation of the slavery question in Congress through
the presentation of Abolition petitions. But after

General Jackson, and consorting with the
Abolitionists, Federalists, and disappointed Democrats,
in order to reach the Speaker's chair, all of which will
be more fully explained hereafter, we find Lim abandon-
ing, by degrees, his opposition to the Abolitionists, and
at last voting with them, and receiving their plaudits.

During the 24th Congress, the Abolitionists and Fed-
eralists of New England first conceived the idea of an-

noying Congress by the presentation of large batches of
Abolition petitions, praying for the abolition of slavery
in the States, and in the District of Columbia. Mr.
John Q. Adams, of Massachusetts, and Mr. Slade, of
Vermont, were their chosen mouth-piece- s. These gen-

tlemen would present these petitions, and then deliver
long harangues upon them. To stop this agitation and
waste of the public time, it was usual to lay these reso-
lutions on the table. Accordingly, on the 18th of De-

cember, 1835, when a petition for the immediate aboli-

tion of slavery in the District of Columbia was pre-
sented, a motion was made to lay it on the table. Mr.
Bell voted in the negative with Messrs. Adams, Slade $

Co. (See page 34.)
Again, on the 21st of September, when a similar pe-

tition was presented, and a motion made to lay it on the
table, which was carried by ayes 140, noes 7(, we find
Mr. Bell voting with Adams, Slade & Co., against the
motion. (Page 39.)

The frequency of the presentation of these petitions,
and the time wasted in their discussion, to the great de-

triment of the public interest, called for some decisive
action on the part of the House. Consequently, Mr.
Owens, of Georgia, moved to suspend the rules, in order
to introduce the following resolutions :

" Hesolved, That in the opinion of this House, the ques-
tion of the abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia
ought not to be entertained by Congress.

" And be il further resolved, That in case any petition
praying the abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia
be hereafter presented, it is the deliberate opinion of this
House that the same ought to Lc laid upon the table without
reading."

Mr; Bell voted with Adams, Slade & Co., and defeat-
ed the motion to suspend the rules, two-thir-ds being ne-

cessary for that purpose. (Page 39.)
In order to dispose of this matter, Mr. Pinckney, of

South Carolina, moved a resolution providing for the
appointment of a committee, " with instructions to re-

port that Congresss possesses no constitutional power to
interfere in any way with slavery in any of the States of
this Confederacy ; and that in the opinion of this House,
Congres3 ought not to interfere in any way with slavery
in the District of Columbia, because it would be a vio

when he left the House, he voted uniformly with the
Abolitionists, Adams, Slade & Co., and against the
great body of national men, North and South.

We now propose to show that, with one or two excep-
tions, when he played the fire-eat- e r in order to make a
show of fidelity to the interests of his constituents just
before an election in Tennessee, he has continued to
prove faithless to his own section, and willing to elothe
work of the Abolitionists, so far as he dared.

THE CLAYTOX COMPROMISE OK lb48.
Representing a slaveholding community, and depen-

dent, so far as local popularity was concerned, upon a
seeming readiness to sanction and maiutaiti the rights
and interests of slavery, it would have been the sheerest
madness in Mr. Bell ever to have avowed himself an
open enemy to the institution. It matters but little,
ho a ever, to tne South what his sentiments are on the
subject, so his acts and his votes have been given to be-

tray the interests and abandon the rights of the slave-holdin- g

States of the Uniou. His record, as we htve
already shown, thus far discloses with what alacrity, ior
the bait of the Speakership, he could consort with the
Abolitionists. Let us now follow him in his advent in-

to the Senate in 1847.
The acquisition of territory from Mexico, and the ne-

cessity of forming a Territorial government for Oregon,
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laid ou the table without being debuted, printed, read,
or referred. On ordering the main question to be put,
in order to briug the House to a vote on the resolution,
Mr. Bell voted in the negative with Adams, Slade &
Co. The question then recurring on the passage of the
resolution, Mr. Bell found it convenient to dodge the

C? . ECONOMY! yA

Save the Pieces!

vote. Pages 41, 45, Congressional Globe, 2d Session
25th Congress.

Again, during this same session, (page 474.) Mr.
Adams, in a speech relating to the annexation of Texas .

going off on the right of slaves to petition Congress for
their freedom, and stating that he should have no hesi-

tancy in presenting such a petition from a slave, was
called to order by the Speaker. Mr. Adams appealed
from the decision of the Chair, i'he House sustained
the decision of the Chair, every man voting in the affir-

mative except the Abolitionists, who voted no, and Mr.
Bell, who did not vote at ull.

At the next session, being the 3d session of the 25th
Congress, Mr. Atherton brought forward his celebrated
resolutions concerning the power of Congress over the
subject of slavery. The last resolution was in these
words :

Every petition, memorial, resolution, proposition or pa-
per touching or relating in any way or to any extent what-
ever to slavery as aforesaid, or the abolition thereof, shall,

At uooicUnii will Tiapptn, wm in weU-rula- famiiut, It to

vary dealnbl to hr loma chep nd convenient fij for rtfuJj
Fttrnltnra, Toys, Crockery, &o.

on tne presentation thereof, wnhout any turtiier action there-
on, be laid upon the table without being debated, printed
or referred."

Yariou3 motions were made to stave off a vote on
these resolutions. A call of the House was moved for
the purpose of consuming time, when all but nine mem
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for harm, becau-- e the masses of the American people strong-
ly reprobate them as inimical to the Constitution and to the
stability of the Government ; Out when Southern statesmen,
whose palfiotic purposes are not doubled, gravely declare
that Tt.EY Oelime the Wilmot Proviso is cotistitulional, the
politicians and peojAe of Uie 2rorth are not s'.oio to adopt
this theory; and then the only question left with them is. Is
it expedient to enact the Wilmot Proviso? Believing, as the
masses in the North do, that slavery is wrong, regarding it
as obnoxious, as leading Democrats do, whom my colleague
regards as sound and true statesmen, is it wonderful what
demonstrations we have iu the North iu favor ot the Wilmot
Proviso, after the surrender of the constitutional question by
those lr. sttd at the &outh "

THE COMPROMISE MEASURES OF 18")0.
Cougress met in December, 1841), under peculiar cir-

cumstances. Ihe country was wild with excitement,
disturbing the public peace and threatening a dissolution
of the Union. Mad and bad men at the North adhered
to theirdetermination to override the constitutional rights
ot the South, to break down the equality of the States,
and prohibit slavery iu the Territories. Party was for-

gotten, and good men everywhere were conferring to-
gether to prevent the outrage and preserve the Govern-
ment from a bloody issue. Mr. Clay, seeing the great
danger in which the country was, left the comforts of
home and retirement, to mingle once more in the exci-
ting scenes, in order to restore peace and quiet to the
Union. It was the last great drama of his life. He
came not as the leader of a party, but as a representa-
tive of American patriotism. He brought forward his
plan of adjustment, embodied in a series of resolutions.
He proposed the admission of California, the organiza-
tion of territorial governments lor New Mexico aud
Utah, without the Wilmot Proviso, and upon the prin-
ciple of according to the Clayton com-
promise, a more stringent fugitive slave law, and a
peaceable adjustment of the boundary question between
New Mexico and Texas. Instead of falling in with Mr.
Clay, and giving him his support, Mr. Bell sought to
embarrass and thwart the efforts of these friendly to a
settlement of the question to the satisfaction of the
South and the conservative men of the North. Up,
therefore, he jumped, and proposed his plan. And what
was it? By the terms of the annexation of Texas, it
was in the power of the people of Texas, whenever they
so desired, to form four additional States out of their
territory, making five iu all. Their right in this matter
Mr. Webster pronounced " complete, final, and irrevoca-
ble." Yet, John Bell, a Southern Senator, proposed to
admit only two aelditional States, to be formed out of
the Territory of Texas ; and, said he, when admitted
they will be the last ot their race. They will and must
close the account, in my judgment, of slave States, then
and forever, or for as long as this Union lasts." Here,
then, his first proposition was to surrender a right,
" complete, final, and irrevocable," to form four more
slave States out of Texas. Did he prove thus treacher-
ous to the South out of ignorance ? Let him answer :

" This number, (two, as he proposed,) you will recollect,
Mr. President, fallsar short of the calculations of Southern
gentlemen ; of the advocates of the annexation of Texas,
when that questioa was presented to the American people'.
Four or live slave States, it was estimated, might and would
be carved out of that Territory. Four slave States might
be carved out of that Territory, became there is a country
extensive enough, rich enough, fertile enough, to sustain a
Imputation that would author ize its division into four States;
but with the arrangement now proposed, his own,) it would
be impossible that such a project shoxdd be ever entertained.

Therefore, sir, tltere can be no prospect of thefurt-her admission of slave States into the Union at any time."
Thus we see Mr. Bell knowingly and wilfully propos-

ing to surrender a " complete, final, and irrevocable "
right to the formation of five slave States, to be carved
out of Texas !

His next resolution was also fatal to Southern rights.
He proposed to take two aud a halfdegrees from Texas,
lying north ot the 34th parallel of north latitude, and
attach it to New Mexico, with the avowed intention
making it a free State. But we will let him tell the
story in his own words :

" The firet point which will be suggested to the minda ofhonorable Senators by this resolution is, that here is a sur-
render of two and a half degrees of slave territory to Oe
thereafter free territory. It will be remembered thatthe Missouri Compromise line is the parallel of 36 deg. 30
mm. Thus two and a half degrees of slave territory will be
given up to Oecomefree, as I think will be conceded in the
candid judgment of all. While the present organi-
zation of material ereation stands, African slavery can never
hud a foothold in New Mexico." Cong. Globe, 1st sess.
31st Cong., page 43C.

I'hus, again, for the purpose oi forming a free State
and despoiling Texas of her slave Territory, we see Mr.
Bell gravely proposing to surrender two and a half de-
gress of slave territory to " free soil 1" Comment is
unnecessary. . -

His next rtsolntioa proposed the admission of Califor-
nia.

Not a word is said of the fugitive slave law. No ;
all his efforts were to strengthen the " powerful North"
at the expense of the South. His proposition, together
with all others, were referred to the committee of thir-
teen, of which Mr. Clay was the chairman, who report-
ed a series of measures known as the "compromise
measures of 1850." What was the course of Mr. Bell ?
Tennessee had spoken in trumpet tones in favor of those
measures, and instructed her Senators to vote for them.
This placed it out of the power of Mr. Bell to vote
against them, but it did not prevent his speaking against
Hum and seeking to defeat them. The issue was be-
tween the President's (Gen. Taylor) plan and the ad-
justment presented by the Committee of Thirteen. For
a better understanding of the matter, we (fiotefrom a
speech of Mr. Clay, delivered on the 21st of May :

"Now, "what is the plan of the President? I will de-
scribe it by a Bimile in a manner which cannot misunder-stood. Here are five wounda : one, two, three, four, fivebleeding and threatening the well being if not existenceof the body politic. What igthe plan of the President? Isit to heal all these wounds I Is it only to heal one of thefive, and to leave the other four to bleed more profuselythan ever, fey the Bole admission of California, even if itshould produce death itself. The President, instead of pro-
posing a plan comprehending all the disiases of the coon

bers answered to their names, being a remarkably full
House. In order to get to a vote on the resolutions, a
motion was made to dispense with the call, when Mr.
Bell voted with Adams, Slade & Co , in the negative.
The call was dispensed with, however, and the House
about to come to a vote, when up sprung Mr. Bell and
moved to adjourn, and this, too, when the House had
been in session only one hour and forty minutes. The
House refused to adjourn in spite of the votes of Bel),
Adams, Slade & Co. The question then recurred on
ordering the main question to be put, the; object of
which was to bring the House to a vote on the resolu-
tion. Mr. Bell again voted with Adams, Slade & Co.,

" I know that many southern gentlemen, for whose opin-
ion 1 entertain a high respect, say that the Missouri compro-
mise line should at all hazards be adhered to. 1 cannot
agree with them. I will not enter into a discussion now
upon that point. I will ouly say, that, even it it could be
obtained, even if there could be a recognition of slavery
south of that, line, it would be a barren victory, for there
would be no slavery there. So that even if this
recognition should be conceded by the North, 1 insist it
would be of no value to the South."

Consistent John Bell ! He next turned to the North,
and tried to bring them into opposition to the compro-
mise. He sets out by informing them that the Wilmot
Proviso is not in the bills, aud that it is not clear that
Old Zack would veto it if it was put there. Hear him :

" I have said that I neither knew, nor sought to know,
General Taylor's views upon this subject daring the late
canvass. 1 do not now know what General Taylor would do

whether he would veto a bill containing the Wilmot Pro-
viso or not. Nor doI believe the man is living who can say,
with truth, that he is better informed upon this subject than
myseif."

Having stated that he did not understand General
Cass to have declared what his course would have been
under such circumstances, he added :

" Sir, his objection to the Wilmot Proviso, being founded
on his opinion of ichat the Constitution authorized, and not
upon any opinion favorable to the extension of slavery, it
tcould have been an act of unusual boldness to have declared
that he would disregard theformer practice of government,
and given no weight to the precedents of the Missouri Com-
promise and the Oregon territorial act."

Thus giving the North to understand that General
Taylor, should Congress pass the Wilmot Proviso,
would not be guilty of an act of such uuusual boldness
as to veto it. Not content with this, lie draws their
attention to the lact that they are instructed to vote for
it. He saio :

" Look, sir, to the North and to the South, and see who
they are who support the plan of the President. As to
those of the North, are they not pledged and tiid to the
Wilmot proviso by their instructions? And have they not
already receded a little from their platform in coming to
the plan of the President?"

1 hen still further, to alarm and embarrass those Nor-
thern men who were disposed to go for the compromise,
in spite of instructions, and trust to the people to sup-
port them, M r. Bell said :

" Sir, for the moment you pass this bill, and as long as a
territorial governnieut, according to its provisions, shall ex-
ist in New Mexico, the watchword of the North will be re-
peal, or the application of the Wilinot proviso."

He went still further, and appealed to the cupidity of
the North to defeat the compromise. He held out to
them the glittering bait of another free Stats in New
Mexico, the inhabitants of which were about forming a
State constitution with a prohibition against slavery.
He said :

" Admit New Mexico as a State, or provide for its" admis-
sion at Borne future day after Texas shall have acceded to a
settlement of her boundary, and though there may be Rome
increased excitement at the South for a time, it .will soon
pass away, and all will be permanently quiet.

Mr. Footk. I state with perfect conscieuliousness, andwith a complete conviction of what I say, that if New Mex-
ico is admitted as a State, the Union cannot continue to ex-
ist."

In reply to Mr. Foote and Mr. Clay's declaration
that he would not vote for the admission of New Mex-
ico as a State, Mr. Bell said :

"21 does appear to me to Oe a strange and extraordinaryposition for Senators to take, when they declare that uwlerno circumstances will they vole to admit Mio Mexico intothe Union as a State."
This hasty effort of Mr. Bell to drag another free

State into the Union, with a population, according to
Mr. Clay, of about ten thousand Americans, Mexicans
and Spaniards, and eighty or ninety thousand Indians
a " civilized uncivilized, half-civilize- d, and barbarous
people," must be considered very strange, not to say
monstrous, when taken in connection with his subse-
quent conversion to Know Nothingism, and his zealous

with that party to proscribe and put down
our foreign-bor- n citizens, in the eletion of 1855. Butthis was not all. He begged to remind the Northern
Senators that there was no bill for the abolition of sla-
very in the District of Columbia, and then proceeds to
show that there is no constitutional impediments in the
way. Hear him :

With regard to the constitutional power of Comrressover this subject, I would that thesay only doubt I have ofthe existence of the power, either to suppress the slavetrade, or to abolish slavery in this District, is inspired bythe respect 1 have for the opinions of so many distinguishedand eminent men, both in and out of Congress, who holdthat Congress has no such power. Heading the Constitutionlot myself, 1 believe that Congrets lias all the powe- - over thesubjec. in this District which the Stales have within theirrespectivejurisdictions.
" But however great my respect may be for the opinions

oi others on the question of po er, there are some consider-ations of Buch high account as in my judgment, to mak6 itdesirable that, unless by common consent the project ofabolition shall be wholly given up and abandoned, the rem-nant of slavery existing in the District should be abolisliedat once. At the present moment, however, tho excitingstate of public sentiment in the South, growing out of theterritorial questions, may seem to forbid such a course "
I would be glad to see all cause of disturbance and con-tentio- n

m the District wholly removed ; but let me say thatthis never can be done by the a'v ytion of slavery, unlesa itbe accompanied by some adequate provision for the remo-
val or the effective control of the slaves after they shall beemancipated. With this qualification, and in order to testthe determination of the North in regard to any further andcontinued aggression upon the Southern property, I would
BK CONTSNT TO SEE 8LAVEKY in the JHstTWt ABOLWHED TO-
DAY. ; , .. .

After surrendering everything to the North, with his
eye on the future, Mr. Bell begs leave to call their atten-
tion to his subserviency to their policy and views, -- and
that now when they are acquiring power and influence,
rhov muni t -- j. t nr. a i

the negative. A motion to adiourn was then againin
made, in order to consume time and delay a vote on the
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as well as New Mexico and California, led to a heated
and bitter controversy on the slavery question. The
Federal Abolitionists of the North, under the lead of
Hale, Hamlin, Chase, Giddings & Co., were determined
to expel slavery from those Territories by the passage of
the Wilmot Proviso. The excitement ran high, and at
one time threatened the peace of the country. In this
emergency, the Senate, ever conservative, sought to cast
oil upon the troubled waters, and allay the excitement.
They raised a Committee of eight, consisting of four
Democrats and four Whigs, one-ha- lf from the North,
and one-ha- lf from the South. John M. Claytou, of
Delaware, a most distinguished, able, and prominent
Whig, was the Chairman of the Committee, and made
so, too, by a Democratic Senate, in order to show that
they regarded the settlement of this question high above
all party considerations. Besides him, there were on the
Committee the following distinguished Whigs : Under-
wood of Kentucky, Clark of Rhode Island, and Phelps
ot Vermont. The Democrats were, Calhoun of South
Carolina, Atchison of Missouri, Bright of Indiana, and
Dickinson of New York. On the 18th of July, 1848,
the Committee, through Mr. Clayton, reported a bill
providing Territorial government for New Mexico, Cal-
ifornia, and Oregon. On the subject of slavery, it pro-
vided that the Territorial Legislature should pass no law
prohibiting or establishing it ; but that the question
should be referred to the Supreme Court of the United
States for their decision. Mr. Claytou, on presenting
the bill, remarked :

" This bill resolves the whole question between the North
and the South into a constitutional and judicial question.
It only asks of men of all sections to stand by the Constitu-
tion, and sutler that to settle the difference by its own tran-
quil operation. There i- - no principle
sacrificed. Any man who desires discord will ojtpose the
bill. But he who does not desire to distract the country by
a question merely political, will be able by voting for this
bill to refer the whole matter to the judiciary."

Messrs. Calhoun, Atchison, Berrien, Butler, Clayton,
Jeff. Davis, Benton, Borland, Downs, Foote, Houston,
Hunter, Mangum, King, and other Southern men, ex-
pressed their willingness to refer the matter to the Su-trer- ae

Court, and abide their decision. So said, also,
Bright, Atherton, Breese, Dickinson, Hannegan, Phelps,
and other conservative northern men. Mr. Hale, the
noted Abolitionist from New Hampshire, assailed the
bill, stating :

" I have no confidence in the Supreme Court now consti-
tuted, and lam unwilling that that Court (composed of a ma-
jority of slaveholders) should decide the question. Again,
the bill came short of the wishea of the people, who, through-
out the whole length and breadth of the land, were demand-
ing that slavery should be abolished."

Mr. Ilamlin, the present Black Republican candidate
for the Vice Presidency, " designated the bill as guar-
anteeing and perpetuating slavery in the Territories."

Mr. Corwin said :
u You have made the land (Mexico) red with blood under

the pretence that you have gone thither to give freedom to
the captive. You have shown, as he had always anticipa-
ted, that this was all hypocrisy, and that you now desire to
fasten the iron heel, not only of peon slavery but of negro
slavery upon them, He protested against this course of hy- -

Eocrisy and murder and cruelty, transcending in horror the
code of Draco." - .

Ou the 26th of July, 1848, a vote-wa- s taken on the
bill, and Mr. Bell voted with Hale, Hamlin, and Cor-
win against it ; voted with the Abolitionists, and against
his own section ,-

- voted with agitators and mischief-maker- s,

and against the great body of conservative men,
to defeat a bill whose object and purpose were to give
the South an equal chance in the Territories with the
North, and to end this slavery agitation and restore
peace to the country. From the foundation of the Gov-
ernment until this time, never was a vote given in either
House of Congress more disastrous to the interests of
the South and more perilous to the uniou of these States
than this vote of Mr. Bell. What was the result of that
vote ? Encouraged by his example, eight Southern
Whigs joined the united free soil vote in the House, and
succeeded in defeating it and adopting in its stead a bill
securing a territoral government to Oregon alone, with
the Wilmot Proviso in it, prohibiting the introduction
of slavery therein. When it reached the Senate, it was
there amended by adopting the M Missouri Compromise"
and extending it to the Pacific ocean. The House sub-
sequently rejected the amendment and sent the bill back
to the Senate in its original form. The question now
came before the Senate upon a motion to recede from
its amendment, and Mr. Bell, true to his old habits,
while expressing his intention to vote against receding
(doubtless knowing there were enough without him,) ar-
gued with those who were lor receding. He said that" He desired to Bee the Oregon bill passed, even without

resolution. And, true to his Abolition friends, we find
Mr. Bell again voting with them in the affirmative.
But the House refused to adjourn, and Mr. Bell had to
" toe the mark." All his efforts to stave oil the ques-
tion and dodge the vote were ineffectual, and he was
compelled to face " the music." He voted for all the
propositions until it came to the last one, given above,
in reference to the disposal of abolition petitions. A
noted Abolitionist from Pennsylvania moved to lay this
resolution on the table ; Mr. Bell voted in the affirma-
tive with on friends, Adams, Slade & Co.
But the House refused to lay it on the table, and the
question recurring on its passage, Mr. Bell voted

it, in company with Adams, Slade & Co.
Pages 27, 28.

The next day, (page 33,) Mr. Adams moved to sus-
pend the rules in order to allow him to offer a resolu-
tion to virtually repeal the Atherton resolutions, when
Mr. Bell dodged the vote .'

We come now to the 26th Congress. At its open-
ing, Mr. Wise rose and said, that " with a view of pre-
venting the strife which had heretofore agitated the
House and country," he now took the earliest opportu-
nity to move a suspension of the rules of the House for
the purpose of submitting a resolution that in future all

lation of the public laith, unwise, impolitic, and danger-
ous to the Union." On the motion to suspend the rules
for the purpose of offering this resolution, the yeas were
135, noe3 65. Mr. BJl voi ed in the negative, He al-

so voted against ordering tha main question to be put so
as to bring the House to a vote on the resolutions, but
he yet lacked the nerve to vote against them. Pages
170, 171.

During the month of May, Mr. Pinckney, from this
committee, reported a series of resolutions, the first of
which was the following :

" Resolved, That CongresB possesses no constitutional
power to interfere in any way with the institution of slavery
in any of the States of this Confederacy."

The question then recurred upon bringing the House
to a vote on the resolutions by ordering the main ques-
tion to be put, when we find Mr. Bell voting with
Adams, Slade, & Co. td stave off a vote. They did not
succeed, however, and the question recurring on the re-

solution itself, we find Mr. Bell dodging the vote ! He
did not desire to offend his Abolition friends, one of
whom (Mr. Adams, )said in reference to the resolution :

l If the House would allow me five minutes' time, I pledge
myself to prove that resolution false and utterly untrue."
Page 499.

Finding by the above vote that they could not defeat
the other resolutions, the Abolitionists then strove to
stave off a vote on them by factious motions. They
would move to adjourn, and then while that question
was being taken, another of them, when his name was
called, would ask to be excused from voting. The
Speaker decided, while the yeas and nays were being
called, no member could interrupt the proceedings by a
motion to be excused from voting. An appeal was ta-
ken from the decision of the Chair, which was sustained,
ayes 138, noes 46, Mr. Bell voting with Adams, Slade,
& Co. in the negative, against the decision. But their
efforts did not prevail, and they were brought to a vote
upon the others of the series of resolutions, the last of
which was in these words :

"And whereas it is extremely important and desirable
that the agitation of this subject should be finally arrested,
for the purpose of restoring tranquility to the public mind,
your committee respectfully recommend the adoption of the
following additional resolutions, viz : -

"Jtesolced, That all petitions, memorials, resolutions,
propositions, or papers relating in any way, or to any ex-
tant whatever, to the subject of slavery, or the abolition of
Blavery, all, without beiDg either printed or referred, be
1vduJ?0?ttable, ,a,ndtliat no further action whatever

be
Mr. Bell, though in the House, refused to vote, or, in

other words, dodged the vote. He would not offend his
new Abolition friends by voting for the resolution, and
if he voted against it, the people of Tennessee would
have laid him on the shelf forever. So, to get on good
terms with both, he dodged the vote 1 He could not
conceal his chagrin, however, at being forced to show
his hand or dodge, and he was indignant that his Abo-
lition friends were not allowed to debate the resolutions,
and, by factious motions, stave off a vote upon them.
Hear him :

" The minority of the House were tyrannized over, and
they were naturally in a refractory, reBtlesa, and perturbed
condition, and if they could not be heard orderly, Uiey would
do 80 disorderly." Page 513.

Verily, Mr. Bell is the very model of a
I He waa willing to join the Abolitionists to

trample down the rules of the House, and set at defianceits authority.

i thcse proceedings, see Congressional Globe,
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and to open the door. Tor the agitation of the question.
These were the objects at which they were driving, and
Mr. Bell was willing to gratify them, for he immediate-
ly rose and inquired whether it would be in, order for
him to move an amendment to the resolution of Mr.
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and, being told that " it would be wholly inconsistent "
with the original resolution, replied, " then I will intro-
duce a new resolution to this effect." Mr. Adams ex-
pressed himself satisfied with Mr. Bell's plan, except
that he thought such petitions as did not relate to slave-
ry in the District should go to a different committee.
He desired " that these petitions should be received by
the House, treated with respect, and referred to appro-
priate committees." Mr. Bell replied, that " it had al-
ways been his opinion that the best mode of disposing
of these petitions would be to refer thea to a commit
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